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SUBJECT: ISRAELI PRESS REACTION TO LEBANESE-SYRIAN 
CONSULTATIONS 

1. ADDRESSEES WILL HAVE SEEN DAO TEL AVIV REPORTS OF 
ACTIONS AND REACTIONS ON LEBANESE BORDER OVER PASTFEW 
DAYS. ISRAELI PRESS JAN 3 HIGHLIGHTS DISCUSSIONS 

PRECEDING DAY BETWEEN SYRIAN FORIENG MINISTER KHADDAM AND 
LEBANESE PRESIDENT FRANJIEH AND IMPENDING VISIT TO BERUIT 
NEXT WEEK OF PRESIDENT ASAD. CONCLUSION DRAWN BY ALL 
WRITERS IS THAT THESE DISCUSSIONS INVOLVE POSSIBLIITY OF 
SYRIAN MILITARY ASSISTANCE TO LEBANON IN FACE OF ISRAELI 
PENETRATIONS IN PURSUIT OF TERRORISTS. 

2. DAVAR(ESHED) WRITES THAT IT IS HOPED IN JERUSALM THAT 
LEBANON WILLSUCCEED IN ADOPTING APPROPRIATELY MEASURED 
RESPONSE TO RECENT DEVELOPMENTS ON BORDER AND WILL NOT 
PURSUE CLOSER RELATIONS WITH SYRIAN TO POINT OF DANGER FOR 
LEBANON ITSELF. YEDIOT CITES "OB SERVERS IN JERUSALEM" AS 
BELEIVING TH GOL IS INTERESTED IN RECEIVING SYRIAN ARMS 
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FEAR OF STRONG ISRAELI REACTION. 

3. MEANWHILE MAARIV ( SEGEV, FROM WASHINGTON) REPORTS THAT 
LEBANON HAS ASKED USG TO PRESS ISRAELIS TO HALT IDF 
PENETRATIONS INTO LEBANON FOR PURPOSE OF PURSUING TERRORISTS. 

SEGEV ADDS THAT ACCORDING TO "KNOWLEDGEABLE SOURCES'" LEBANESE 
OFFICIALS ARE CLAIMING IN THEIR CONTACTS WITH USG THAT ANY 
EFFORT TO STOP FEDAYEEN INFILTRATIONS WILL RESULT IN CON- 
FRONTATION BETWEEN LEBANESE ARMY AND PALESTININAS WHICH IN 
TURN COL LEAD TO SYRIAN INTERVENTION. SEGEV NOTES THIS 

IS NOT FIRST TIME THT GOL HAS REFUSED TO COMMIT 
ITSELF TO PREVENT TERRORIST INFILTRATIONS. 

4. COMMENT: MANNER WITH WHICH ISRAELI PRESS HAS SEIZED ON 
HIGH-LEVEL DISCUSSIONS BETWEEN LEBANESE AND SYRAIN OFFICIALS 
IN CONTEXT OF ACTIVITY ALONG NORTHERN BORDER RFLECTS 
CONJUNCTION OF TWO PREVALENT STRAINS OF THOUGHT HERE-THAT 
GOL IS WEAK GOVERNEMTN UNABLE TO ASSERT AUTHROITY IN ITS 
OWN COUNRY AND THAT SYRIAN REMAINS POTENTIALLY MOSTEXTREME 
AND DNAGEROUSOF ALL ARAB NEIGHBORS. SUSPICIION OF WHAT IS 

IN OFFING WILL REAMIN HIGH UNTIL OUTCOME OF TALKS IS KNOWN, 

(FACT THAT MOST RECENT BORDER INCIDENTS 

APPARENTLY TOOK PLACE ENTIRELY WITHIN LEBANESE TERRITORY IS 
GENERALLY VIEWED HER AS CARYING FIGHT TO ENEMY, WITH DIS- 
TINCTION BETWEEN TERRORISS AND GOL WOMEWHAT BLURRED IN 
IDENTFYING ENEMY). WE WOULD APPRECIATED COMMENTS FROM 
EMBASSIES BEIRUT AND DAMASCUS ON THESE CONSULTATIONS, WITH EMPHASIS 
ON POSSIBLE EFFECT ON SITUATION ON ISRAELI NORTHER BORDER. 
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